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A busy year ahead for _St Ives

Easter approaches with warmer weather, we hope, it should

Theres alot of planning going on at the moment and as

be a year to remember for the people of St Ives.

On Saturday the Town Team’s Spring
Ukulele Festival will see over 100
Ukulele enthusiasts from the region
spend the day strumming.

Between now and Easter there are
several events in the Corn Exchange,
(see diary and Soloman Smith, right)
and on Easter Saturday 19th
April the Town will ring with the

sound of four Morris Sides‘a dancing’

A chance to enjoy the Farmers’
Market and even join in with some
of the dances.

On 1st May there are elections for
your County Councillors and the
Combined Authority Mayor. The
Riverporter has invited all candidates
to tell us why you should elect them
and we will print their responses in
our April issues.

14th May sees the annual Mayor
Making ceremony and several
concerts taking place in the Corn
Exchange, where Screen St Ives will
be showing the Oscar nominated
Conclave.

Isabella Coulstock to play
Toby Lee concert

Despite the Toby Lee concert for our
Jazz & Blues Festival on 10 May
having sold out, ticket holders will
also be able to see Isabella, who has
been added to the programme this
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week. She is one of the most exciting
singer/songwriters to emerge on the
scene. At 23 years old she has
already made significant strides,
having supported renowned acts
such as The Who, Chris Isaak, Nick
Heyward and Jools Holland.

Not too late

You are not too late to get a ticket to
the second Jazz & Blues Fundraiser
with The Quo Experience on
Saturday 14th June.The band
includes ex Quo drummer Jeff Rich
and we believe that there might be
Quo royalty in attendance with
members of Rick Parfitt's family
guests of the band. For tickets go to:
www.ticketsource.co.uk/cexevents.

Big Green Week

From 7th to 15th June St Ivesiis
taking part in the National Big Green
Week campaign, the UK’s biggest
celebration of action to protect and
restore nature, lessen the impact of
climate change, strengthen our
communities and build a future
we're proud to pass on to the next
generation.

Expect to see a range of activities
and events over the week, the
programme is expected to be known
by our next issue in April.

Also in June you can enjoy a Queen
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tnbute band and the exceptlonal
Lexie Green, plus the very popular
Picnic in The Park on Sunday
22nd June.

July will be busier than ever with
Music on The Waits each Sunday and
the Carnival and Music Festival
taking place on Saturday 12th and
Sunday 13th of July.

The Great Ouse Valley Trust are
planning a WOW event (Walk the
Ouse Way) on Sunday 20th July,
designed to engage the public to
enjoy this beautiful river valley.

On 26th and 27th July the 600
Anniversary Celebrations of our
famous Bridge will see a
spectacular re-enactment of its
blowing up and two battles
featuring 450 troops, canon, muskets
and cavalry.Details in our next issue.
On the evening of Saturday 26th
July there is a Ceilidh in the Corn
Exchange.Tickets are available from
www.ticketsource.co.uk/cexevents.
Below: Sutton Masque on The Quay.

28th March Soloman Smith
A wonderful singer,
= songwriter brilliantly
accompanied by one of
§| our very best guitarists,
. Chris Newman with
Mal Hyde-Smith on percussion. An evening
of laid back Folk, Soul, Blues and more.
Followed on 25th April by the exquisite
finger- picking guitarist Greg Brice.

Unless otherwise stated doors open at 7pm. Concerts start at 7.30pm.
Tickets £10 from the venue or www.ticketsource.co.uk/cexevents

DIARY OF EVENTS

If you wish to inform us of your events please email:

editor@theriverporter.uk

MARCH 2025

Thursday 27th - Reggae Ray, A Caribbean British story with a twist

Riverport Lounge Bar, 7:30pm. Tickets £5 www.ticketsource.co.uk/cexevents.

Thursday 27th - Rotary Club of St Ives Inter-Pub Charity Quiz. 8pm.

Friday 28th - Climate Change - What it means for the flat lands of

East Anglia. Civic Society talk by by Dr Rob Larter.7.30pm St Ives Free

Church. Members Free £3 for non members.

Friday 28th - Chapel Arts Concert with Soloman Smith see above.

Saturday 29th - Live Music Lounge with The MJs cover band 7.30pm.

Riverport lounge Bar, Tickets £5. www.ticketsource.co.uk/cexevents.

APRIL 2025

Friday 11th - The Enclosure Act: How Farming Practice in St Ives

changed irrevocably. A Civic Society presentation by Bill Franklin.7.30pm

St Ives Free Church. Members Free £3 for non members.

Saturday 12th - Eco Café - St Ives Library 10am-Noon. We'll consider how

our habit of Fast Fashion is at odds with the environment.

Saturday 12th - Shuffle & Stomp with DJ Orv in the St lves Corn

Exchange, 8pm, tickets £9 www.ticketsource.co.uk/cexevents or from venue.

Tuesday 15th - Go Awesome Kids Easter Event St Ives Corn Exchange.

2pm, tickets £8.50 per child, book before 31st March for £7.50 per child.

www.ticketsource.co.uk/cexevents or from the venue.

Saturday 19th - Easter Saturday Day of Dance. Morris DSancers in the

Town Centre. A free event to watch, enjoy and take part?

Friday 25th - Chapel Arts Concert with Greg Brice see above.

Mayor s Golf day to ralse funds for his charities
MAYORIOF. St lves Mayor Pasco
Hussain, is holding

a golf day on
Saturday 5th April.
Profit from the
event will support
g his four local
Saturday Sth April 2025 Raising mmey for:  Charities (see
St Ives (Hunts) Golf Club poster).
in partnership with The Bridge Money  There are also
M S H Support Advice Centre  ,)0rship
J::nsmupiom'ﬁ“pﬁ ;, The I British opportunities, so if
e S e B | Yo
e o 2 company wish to
Price: £45 pp The Acorn Cancer help please contact
mawmnm Support Group  himon:
Raffle, Presentation at golf@stivestown
7:30pm St lves Day Centre |  council.gov.uk

You can contact The Riverporter by telephone on: 07900 112635.

Read on-line at www.theriverporter.uk or see our Facebook page. Email: editor@theriverporter.uk
The publishers, Ron Westrip and John Souter, reserve the right to determine the content of the publication. © copyright reserved




SPECIAL CONCERTS 10 MARK THE
600TH ANNIVERSARY OF OUR BRIDGE
To be held in the Bridge Chapel.

. Hubbard String Quartet
An evening of music from the past 600
years!

11th July Four Winds Sax Quartet

Four exceptional saxophonists
performing a range of music through
the past 6 centuries. There will be two
performances at 7pm and 8.30pm.

PLEASE NOTE: These concert will be in the Bndge Chapel
Although free to attend tickets must be booked from
www.ticketsource.co.uk/eventsstives. Places are limited so
please book early. Donations will be accepted.

Are you good at DIY? Then
why not get into films?

The locally made fantasy web series

REN: THE GIRL WITH THE MARK
eﬂ is now building the sets for its latest
episodes and needs your help.
During the weekends of 22nd/23rd March, 29th/30th March and 5th/6th
April,anyone is welcome to drop into the workshop at Burleigh Hill Farm and
help between 10:30am-6pm.
Neil Oseman, who is in charge of the venture, says ‘If you're handy with power
tools, or a paintbrush, or even if you don’t think you have any skills at all, we can
find you a task!
All'ages are welcome (under 18s must be accompanied by an adult). Find

them at Burleigh Hill Farm, Somersham Road, St Ives PE27 3LY.Turn right
between the farmhouse and the duck pond and look out for the Ren sign!

Westfield Junior School Seeks Community Support

estfield Junior School in St Ives is calling on the local community to help bring joy,
Wsafety, and active play back into the lives of its students by supportmg a fundralsmg
campaign for a new playground. == 757
The school’s current playground equipment, which
has served the children for many years, has
unfortunately become unsafe and is no longer
suitable for use. In response, the Westfield School
Association (WSA), the parent-teacher group, has
launched an ambitious fundraising initiative to
raise £11,000 to purchase and install new, safe,
and engaging play equipment. This project aims to
create a vibrant outdoor space where children can
stay active, play with friends, and enjoy their
school days to the fullest.
The school is now reaching out to local businesses
and individuals to support the cause.

The WSA is already working hard to fundraise From L to R: Westfield students, Maya, Jess, Sonny and Daisy next to

through events and initiatives. However, the school  the unusable play equipment they're hoping to replace.
believes that the backing of local businesses could

significantly accelerate their efforts and help them reach their fundraising goal more quickly.

Rachel Riddle, the parent Chair of the WSA, said: ‘This initiative represents a fantastic opportunity to invest in the
wellbeing and happiness of hundreds of local children and contribute to the development of a safer, more enjoyable
environment for the next generation. In return for their support, businesses will be recognised in several ways, including
having their logo featured on the school’s website, newsletters, and social media platforms, as well as visibility on signage
around the new play area and the school grounds.’

If you are interested in supporting the cause, or would like more information, please don't hesitate to get in touch.
Contact WestfieldWSA@gmail.com for more info.

Climate change:
What does it mean for East Anglia?

This region’s flat lands are vulnerable to any rise in sea levels. Following last
year’s thought-provoking presentation by Dr Rob Larter of the British
Antarctic Survey about its wide-ranging implications we are hosting a Q&A
event with four experts in the field to debate the issue as it relates to the
towns and villages of this region.

DrRob Larter - British Antarctic Survey, Nick Balmer - a global environmental
project manager, Rob Bakewell - Drought Project Manager, Environment
Agency and lain Webb - Wildlife Trust Cambs, Beds & Northants

Come and join us.The audience will include representatives from different
countryside and ecological organisations and promises to be a lively debate!
7.30pm the Free Church Centrum. Free to Civic Society members, guests £3 on
the door. Contact: Christine Phillpotts Enquiries: chair@stivesivic.org.uk

Dance into Sy-ring!

Treble Trouble are a clarinet trio who will be bringing
you a lunchtime recital of short pieces with a dance theme -

St Ives Free Church
Friday 28 March, 1pm

FREE CONCERT WITH RETIRING COLLECTION FOR THE CHURCH

An
extraordinary
new soul voice’
Tom Robinson
BBC6Music

With several international performers and 12 new acts, this
year’s Festival is the most ambitious yet. Twenty eight concerts
over 4 days, all FREE to attend, also makes this the best value
Festival around and once again a double CD featuring the bands
will be available from 10 May, along with the ‘must have' T-shirt.

THURSDAY 11TH SEPTEMBER

Nigerian born, JUDVH (pronounced Judah) blends genres to
create a powerful and captivating live performance.

6pm Golden Lion Hotel Brooks Williams & Aaron Catlow UK Americana

6.30pm  Amore Restaurant Soloman Smith Trio Folk, Funk, Blues, Jazz and Country
7pm Floods Tavern Judvh Black Soul and Funk

7.30pm  White Hart Hotel Claude Bourbon Guitar virtuoso

8.30pm  Nelson’s Head The Lightwaves A bit of everything ...

10pm  The Corn Exchange ~ The Houndogs Rockabilly

FRIDAY 12TH SEPTEMBER

5.30pm  Floods Tavern GETNOTGOT Jazz , Funk and Soul

6pm Slepe Hall Hotel Greg Brice Duo Acoustic Blues

7pm The Corn Exchange  Mr Griff & The Grifters Dynamic Soul Fusion

7.30pm vy leaf Club The Scoundrels Punchy covers

8.30pm  Golden Lion Hotel Mim Grey Acclaimed singer-songwriter
10pm The Corn Exchange ~ Connor Selby Brillant Blues artist

SATURDAY 13TH SEPTEMBER

11am Sheep Market The Barefoot Doctors Electric Blues o
12.30pm  Golden Lion Hotel Will Sketches Band Jazz, Funk, Fusion i
pm The Bandstand We Got That Swing! Swing Band Jazz S
2pm The Quay The 29th Funktion Blues, Funk, R&B g
4pm Floods Tavern Upwood Ukuleles Reggae with attitude E
5pm The Corn Exchange  Riverport Dancers Blues dance lesson £
6pm Golden Lion Hotel Split Whiskers Chicago Blues %
7pm The Royal Oak Dan Walsh Banjo Virtuoso E
8pm Ivy leaf Club The Blues Boy Kings Rocking Blues =
10pm The Corn Exchange  Santiago and the Soulmovers Rock & Soul £
SUNDAY 14TH SEPTEMBER

11.30am Golden Lion Hotel Myke Clifford Quartet Pure Jazz

12.30pm Ivo Lounge Django’s Tiger Gypsy Jazz

1.30pm  The Quay Chris Lord and her Blues Express Rhythm & Blues

3pm The Corn Exchange  Fred’s House Award-winning Folk/Rock

3pm The Bandstand Jazz Division Big Band Jazz

4.30pm  Nelson’s Head Jonno’s 3 piece Blues Quartet Blues

6.30pm  The Lounge Jamie Williams & the Roots Collective Rocking Roots
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Tilly and Milly like your letters.

email Erikat¢

editor@ theriverporter.uk

PLEASE NOTE: Letters are reproduced as
presented by the writer. Editing is
confined to grammatical corrections or

minor trimming to fit the space. The
Riverporter neither condones or condemns
the opinions expressed.

Dear Milly and Tilly,

Subject: Fumes
Peter (7 March) is mistaken if he thinks diesel
engined buses emit Carbon Monoxide.
That is the reason why if you try to commit
suicide using diesel fumes you end up with a
cough instead of being dead.
The efficient combustion of a diesel produces
minimal CO unlike petrol engines which
produce massive amounts of C0 and C02.
Regards  Steve

Dear Milly and Tilly,

What a great morning we had at Saturday’s Eco
(afé! All things home energy’ were discussed,
from better insulating our homes and how not
to waste electricity, to smart meters, air-source
heat pumps and special tariffs for charging
electric vehicles. We found that everyone could
take action or simply change their habit of
over-filling the kettle,and we came away with
renewed vigour — and thoughts of saving
money!

The next Eco Café will be at St Ives Library on
12 April, when we'll consider how our habit of
Fast Fashion is at odds with the environment.
Do come along: 10am -noon.
stivesecocafe@gmail.com

Dear Milly and Tilly,

Subject: CARING FOR OUR RIVER
Re the question 'Could the Great Ouse benefit
from a River Charter'raised by the ed in the last
issue, many of the essential needs of a river as
defined in such a charter are covered by the
recently established Great Ouse Rivers Trust.
http://greatouseriverstrust.org
The mission of the national Rivers Trust,
representing all 60 member rivers, is to
connect people with their rivers - inspiring and
educating them to understand and value rivers,
to enjoy them as natural and historic places for
access and recreation, and to take action on
their behalf to defend their rights.
And as the only dedicated river restoration
charity covering the whole of the catchment
from source to sea, the Great Ouse Rivers Trust
is well placed to provide a powerful voice for
the river, its communities, river users and
wildlife.
So, in fact, our river Great Quse has two
charities already looking out for its needs: our
more local Great Ouse Valley Trust
greatousevalleytrust.org.uk for the
Cambridgeshire section; and the Great Ouse
Rivers Trust responsible for the Northants,
Beds, Cambs and Norfolk sections. Rest assured,
working closely together, we jointly have the
best interests of our river close to our hearts.
lan Jackson
For Great Ouse Valley Trust

Another one bites the dust!

[Two angles
_* of the same
vehicle.One
= clearly shows
the signs!]

Dear Milly and Tilly,

[ try and cycle around St Ives when | can rather
than use the car, but | am seriously thinking
about whether | can continue to cycle given
the appalling state of the roads. | find that it is
becoming quite dangerous to be on two
wheels. It is bad enough on four wheels but
lethal on two.

Given that we are encouraged to cycle, surely a
decent road surface should be provided, indeed
for all road users.

This begs the question of why Cambs (C spent
millions on ‘revamping’the Broadway which
was generally not wanted or needed, yet the
roads are so neglected that they are becoming
dangerous.

Yours Peter German

Dear Millie,

Subject: The medieval oak beam at

7 The Pavement

I am sure you've wondered as you've sniffed
around the shabby shopfronts of the old M&Co
just when it would reopen and if the medieval
oak beam in the doorway will be protected?
Many people have asked me the same
question and since the anticipated January
reopening failed to take place a little sleuthing
took place. I am pleased to share with you that
Mountain Warehouse’s move has finally been
signed off so its refurbishment should soon be
evident and, even better, Mountain Warehouse
has agreed to sponsor the cost of conserving
the carved beam as recommended by the
conservators we commissioned last year.
A great result.The work will be done in situ so
we can observe the work being done and,
hopefully, be reassured. We will, of course keep
a watchful eye on proceedings!
Christine Phillpotts

having your say ..
Get it off your chest,

To listen to the latest Riverport Radio Podcast
go to https://riverportradiopodcast.buzzsprout.com

OTHER NEWS

Fire in The Wilderness

At around 12.46pm on March 16, a crew from
Huntingdon were called to a house on fire at The
Wilderness in St Ives, where they extinguished the
flames. The fire had accidentally started in the
outbuilding attached to the house.

Eltisley Reallgnment may affeot 131040 3

As part of the construction of the new dual carriageway between the Black Cat roundabout
and Caxton Gibbet, changes are being made to the A428 at Eltisley. The B1040 north junction at
St Ives Road will be removed, and two new roundabouts will be built. These roundabouts will
be linked by a bridge that crosses over the new A421 dual carriageway. This work is likely to
cause significant delays to travellers between St lves and the A1 South of Biggleswade.

New Town Councillor chosen

Laura Thompson (left), who moved to St Ives in 2021 has been chosen to
take over the vacant seat on the Council. Her information on the Council
website quotes Laura saying, A family-driven stay at home mum, | spend

| my evenings volunteering - | run both St Ives Rainbows and Brownies in the
centre of town, and am actively involved in the PTA (FOTS) at Thorndown
Primary School. | organised St Ivesfirst Baby Loss Awareness Week Memorial
Ribbon Display and | also feel passionate that young peaple should be at the forefront of our
minds, whether it’s opportunities, facilities or sustainability, as they are the future’ She continued
‘It is an honour to support a wonderful warm community that made St lves become my home’

Did you attend the Town meeting?

At 6pm on Thursday the annual Town Meeting was held in the Corn Exchange. This was your
opportunity to question Councillors. Sadly it took place after The Riverporter went to print so
you will have to wait until our next issue to see what happened. However you will be able to
hear about it on our next podcast on Riverport Radio as we will be recording the event.You
can hear all our podcasts at https://riverportradiopodcast.buzzsprout.com

Do you listen to the news?

The traditional press and media outlets that we have relied upon for centuries are under
pressure as the on-line world seems to be increasingly popular. Obviously as someone trying to
keep our readers aware of the news | have to be in touch with both sources of information, for
neither sources are totally complete. We hear that the young (20-30 year olds) prefer to get
their news on Tik Tok or Instagram etc. and that is often unverified and can be untrue.I'm not
sure the conventional news sources have always been totally truthful, although there are
usually processes in place to ensure some verification of facts.

| find that often comments on-line, although sometimes unpleasant to the point of hateful,
some humour can shine through and many people are happy to help their neighbours as they
did during the Covid crisis as the following sample shows. Recently an enquiry on a St Ives site
asked: Does anyone know of anyone locally who is Portuguese as | wish to learn the language?
The reply couldn’t have been more helpful: 7 have a Spanish friend in Tewkesbury, will that do?’
| was totally stunned the other day. Speaking to neighbours, a young couple (in their late 40s),
they said they didn't have a television licence as they didn't have a TV or radio.They only watch
programmes on Netflix and don’t watch or listen to the news. | don't think they are unique. Will
this generation turn away entirely from society? | know they seldom vote and don’t seem to
know or care who is in charge. It seems a very dangerous thing to do at this particular moment.
Some of my older friends are also not watching the news as often as they used to as it’s so
worrying. It seems a short leap from not listening to the news to being totally disengaged with
society and letting the ‘Mad Men’take over. Your vote counts ... more than ever.Ed.
BREAKING NEWS The list of the happiest countries in the world has just been announced.
Surprisingly Israel was 8th and Mexico 10th, both well above the UK at 23rd and the US in 24th
place. It showed that happiness is not about wealth but about trust.The top 5 were all in
Scandinavia. Generosity is also a sign of a happy population, both individual acts of kindness

and nationally. The most happy countries tend to give the most foriegn aid. Think on Donald!

Chair@stivescivic.org.uk

The first
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CRAFTS o OBJETS D'ART o ANTIQUES

Dear Milly and Tilly,
I'm wondering if this might be useful for other folk to know - | didn’t! After expressing concern at a
three-week wait to get a blood test appointment at my local surgery, | was directed to a drive-thru
service at the Newmarket Road Park & Ride in Cambridge (just by the airport).| had to queue and
wait my turn, but when it came |
simply drove to my nominated aisle
(of about six), stick my arm out of the
window, and bingo - job done!
There’s even a cafe in the P&R

for a cup of tea, before or after!

Luca That
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B8 Screen St lves &

All We Imagine As Light
Thursday 3 April 2025 at 7:30pm

Doors open 6:30pm. Tickets £7
Director: Payal Kapadia, 118m, Cert: 15

Synopsis: Payal Kapadia's second film after the
acclaimed A Night of Knowing Nothing (2021) is a gentle,
loving story of friendship and female independence set in
Mumbai. Prabha (Kani Kusruti) and Anu (Divya Prabha)
are two Malayali nurses who live and work together, each
having her own rhythm when it comes to relationships
and daily routines. Yet, they meet every night in the
kitchen and take turns gazing at night-time Mumbai—a
place that signifies different things for both of them. The
first film from India to compete in the Cannes Film
d Festival main competition since 1994, All We Imagine as
Light won the Grand Prix. A beautiful, comforting film to
revel in.

Conclave

Thursday 1 May 2025 at 7:30pm

Doors open 6:30pm. Tickets £7

Director: Edward Berger, 120m, Cert: 12A

| Synopsis: From director Edward Berger (All Quiet on
the Western Front), Conclave follows one of the world's
most secretive and ancient events -- selecting a new
Pope. Cardinal Lawrence (Ralph Fiennes) is tasked with
running this covert process after the unexpected death
of the beloved Pope. Once the Catholic Church's most
powerful leaders have gathered from around the world
and are locked together in the Vatican halls, Cardinal
Lawrence finds himself at the centre of a conspiracy and
discovers a secret that could shake the very foundation
of The Church. Also stars Stanley Tucci, John Lithgow
and /sabella Rossellini.

Ticket at screenstives.org.uk or in the Corn Exchange

Why pay eye-watering
prices for eyewear?
EyeSpecs

BIG SAVINGS GUA

+ No pressure, no rush
+ 1:1 personalised service
+ Relaxed dispensing suite

+ Ophthalmic experts for 40 years

.

Call or email us today! 01480 499606 - info@eyespecsuk.com
OR scan the QR code to vist our website

vogue T

eyewaar MOREL ODAKLEY

www.eyespecsuk.com
25 Edison Road r@ [=] 3 [=]
St. lves Open Monday to Friday 9-5 1
Cambs Saturday 9-1 (by appointment)
PE27 3LF PARKING AVAILABLE ﬂ [=] ey

HYPERION

George Best 1967/68 Man United
Jersey
Sold £13,000
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Entries invited for our Fine Art, Antiques
& Interiors Sales

Gents 9ct Gold ID Bracelet Sold £1100

Large 19thC Chinese Crackle Glaze floor
vase with applied Dog of Foe figural
decoration Sold £700

Hyperion Auctions, The Saleroom Station Road, St Ives
PE27 5BH
www.hyperionauctions.co.uk 01480 464140

Rare Antique 'Try your Grip'
Cast Iron machine Sold £4200

live auctions






